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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 092742 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAIR, IT. TU, KU 

SUBJECT: DELIVERY OF A-4S TO KUWAIT 

REF: (A) ANKARA 2951 (NOTAL) (B) KUWAIT 2017 (NOTAL) 

(C) BLACK-ROBERTS-MEHL PHONE CONV OF 4/25/77 (D) ANKARA 
3076 

1 . US NAVY AND SKYWAYS INC., AN AIRCRAFT DELIVERY SERVICE, 
HAVE CONTRACTED TO DELIVER A-4 AIRCRAFT TO KUWAIT AIR FORCE 
WITH DELIVERY AND TRANSFER TO OCCUR AT INCIRLIK AFB 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 092742 

TURKEY. HOWEVER, DUE TO DIFFICULTIES IN ACHIEVING LANDING 
AND TRANSFER PERMISSION FROM GOT, DEPARTMENT, IN 
CONSULTATION WITH NAVY AND SKYWAYS, HAS RECOMMENDED THAT 
IF ITALIANS APPROVE AND KUWAITIS AGREE, TRANSFER SHOULD 
TAKE PLACE AT SIGINELLA AFB SICILY. 

2. FOR ROME: PLEASE DETERMINE IF ITALIANS WILL AUTHORIZE 
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TRANSFER OF A-4S TO KUWAITI PILOTS AT SIGINELLA AFB. 

TRANSFER WOULD BE MADE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOLLOWING 

APPROVAL AND ARRIVAL OF KUWAITI PILOTS. AIRCRAFT CONSIST 
OF FOUR A-4S WHICH ARE CURRENTLY AT SIGINELLA AFB. 

FUTURE DELIVERIES WOULD BE IN GROUPS OF FOUR PLANES PER 
MONTH FOR EIGHT ADDITIONAL MONTHS (TOTAL DELIVERIES OF 
36 AIRCRAFT). 

3. FOR KUWAIT: PLEASE ASCERTAIN PER REF C THAT KUWAITIS 
ARE WILLING AND ABLE TO TAKE POSSESSION OF PLANES AT 
SIGINELLA AFB. 

4. FOR ANKARA: ALTHOUGH TRANSFER IN SICILY, IF APPROVED, 

WILL SOLVE TRANSFER PROBLEM, DEPARTMENT CONTINUES TO HOPE 
THAT GOT WILL GRANT APPROVAL OF INCIRLIK TRANSFER SINCE 
ALL OTHER LEGS OF ORIGINAL PROPOSED ROUTE ARE CURRENTLY 
APPROVED AND TURKISH APPROVAL OF LANDING AND TRANSFER WOULD 
ALLOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY VIA INCIRLIK. REQUEST THAT 
EMBASSY NOT WITHDRAW REQUEST FOR LANDING AND TRANSFER AT 
THIS TIME. 

5. RE PARA 4. IT IS NOT CLEAR PER REF D WHETHER U.S. 

REQUEST FOR CLEARANCE A-4 AIRCRAFT IS STILL IN PROCESS OR 
IF REJECTION OF KUWAITI REQUEST IMPLIES SAME FATE US 
REQUESTS FOR LANDING/TRANSFER OF A-4'S AT INCIRLIK. 

VANCE 
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SUBJECT: DEWIVERY OF A-4S TO KUWAIT 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 092742 ACTION ROME KUWAIT ANKARA 
INFO USCINCEUR COMFARMEO SIGANELLA AFB APR 25, 1977 
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SUBJECT: DELIVERY OF A-4S TO KUWAIT 

REF: (A) ANKARA 2951 (NOTAL) (B ) KUWAIT 2017 (NOTAL) (C) 
BLACK-ROBERTS-MEHL PHONE CONV OF 4/25/77 (D) ANKARA 3076 

1 . US NAVY AND SKYWAYS INC., AN AIRCRAFT DELIVERY SERVICE, 

HAVE CONTRACTED TO DELIVER A-4 AIRCRAFT TO KUWAIT AIR FORCE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WITH DELIVERY AND TRANSFER TO OCCUR AT INCIRLIK AFB TURKEY. 
HOWEVER, DUE TO DIFFICULTIES IN ACHIEVING LANDING AND 
TRANSFER PERMISSION FROM GOT, DEPARTMENT, IN CONSULTATION 
WITH NAVY AND SKYWAYS, HAS RECOMMENDED THAT IF ITALIANS AP- 
PROVE AND KUWAITIS AGREE, TRANSFER SHOULD TAKE PLACE AT SIGI- 
NELT.A AFB SICILY. 

2. FOR ROME: PLEASE DETERMINE IF ITALIANS WILL AUTHORIZE 
TRANSFER OF A-4S TO KUWAITI PILOTS AT SIGINELLA AFB. TRANS- 
FER WOULD BE MADE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOLLOWING APPROVAL 
AND ARRIVAL OF KUWAITI PILOTS. AIRCRAFT CONSIST OF FOUR 
A-4S WHICH ARE CURRENTLY AT SIGINELLA AFB. FUTURE DELIVERIES 
WOULD BE IN GROUP OF FOUR PLANES PER MONTH FOR EIGHT ADDITIONAL 
MONTHS (TOTAL DELIVERIES OF 36 AIRCRAFT). 

3. FOR KUWAIT: PLEASE ASCERTAIN PER REF C THAT KUWAITIS 

ARE WILLING AND ABLE TO TAKE POSSESSION OF PLANES AT SIGINELLA 
AFB. 

4. FOR ANKARA: ALTHOUGH TRANSFER IN SICILY. IF APPROVED, WILL 
SOLVE TRANSFER PROBLEM, DEPARTMENT CONTINUES TO HOPE THAT 
GOT WILL GRANT APPROVAL OF INCIRLIK TRANSFER SINCE ALL OTHER 
LEGS OF ORIGINAL PROPOSED ROUTE ARE CURRENTLY APPROVED AND 
TURKISH APPROVAL OF LANDING AND TRANSFER WOULD ALLOW FOR 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY VIA INCIRLIK. REQUEST THAT EMBASSY NOT 
WITHDRAW REQUEST FOR LANDING AND TRANSFER AT THIS TIME. 
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5. RE PARA 4. IT IS NOT CLEAR PER REF D WHETHER U.S. REQUEST 
FOR CLEARANCE A-4 AIRCRAFT IS STILL IN PROCESS OR IF REJECT- 
ION OF KUWAITI REQUEST IMPLIES SAME FATE US REQUESTS FOR 
LANDING/TRANSFER OF A-4'S AT INCIRLIK. VANCE 
UNQTE VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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